Conference is available for up to 1.25 ASHA CEUs,
variable credit. Ethics Session is available for 0.1 ASHA CEUs, introductory level.

2022
CONVENTION
DETAILS

Registration
& Agenda

Dates:
October 14-15, 2022
Friday-Saturday
Location:
UNL Innovation Campus
2021 Transformation Drive
Lincoln, NE 68508
Nebraska SpeechLanguageHearing Association
8700 Executive Woods Dr, Suite 400 | Lincoln, NE 68512-9612
Phone: (402) 476-1528 | Email: info@nslha.org | www.nslha.org

– NSLHA Fall Convention Registration Form –
Friday & Saturday, October 14-15, 2022
Nebraska Innovation Campus | Lincoln, NE
Registration includes all events, meals, breaks and parking
Check one: q Graduate

q Undergraduate

q Audiology

q Speech-Language Pathology

Your Name:____________________________________________Credenals:_________________________________
First Name For Badge:_____________________________________________________ASHA #:___________________
Company/Organizaon/University:____________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:______________________________________________________________________________
Phone:______________________ Cell:___________________ Email:__________________________________
Your Emergency Contact:_____________________________________________Phone:_________________________
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION FEES:
q In-Person q Virtual – Member
q In-Person q Virtual – Prospective Member
Dietary Restricons: q Vegetarian
q Gluten-Free
STUDENT REGISTRATION FEES:
q In-Person q Virtual
Dietary Restricons: q Vegetarian
q Gluten-Free
q YES, q NO
I will attend the Student Share Fair
q YES, q NO
I will volunteer at the convention
ADD MY MEMBERSHIP FEES:
q FULL, q ASSOCIATE, q AFFILIATE
q FIRST-YEAR PROFESSIONAL
q LIFETIME, q STUDENT

$250.00
$380.00

$ 75.00

$130.00
$ 65.00
$ 45.50

TOTALS:
Registration Fee
Membership Fee
Donate to the NEBRASKA SPEECH-LANGUAGE-HEARING ENDOWMENT FUND
TOTAL DUE (Make Checks payable to NSLHA)
– NO REFUNDS FOR CANCELLATIONS AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2022 –

$__________
$__________
$__________
$__________

Pay with your Credit Card:

Please list Card Number:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Expiraon Date:_______________ Security Code:_________________
Billing Address (if diﬀerent than above):_________________________________________________________________________
Email (required for receipt):___________________________________________________________________________________
RETURN TO:
Nebraska Speech Language Hearing Associaon
8700 Execuve Woods Dr, Suite 400 | Lincoln, NE 68512-9612
Email: info@nslha.org | Ph: (402) 476-1528

REGISTER ONLINE AT NSLHA.ORG

Hotel Accommodations
The Scarlet – (531) 300-6300
2101 Transformation Dr, Lincoln, NE 68508
Rates: $169.00, plus $22 parking

The Scarlet

Hyatt Place Downtown / Haymarket – (888) 591-1234
600 W Street, Lincoln, NE 68508
Rates: $129-139 / free parking & hot breakfast buffet
Group Code: G-4644
Country Inn & Suites / Lincoln North – (800) 333-3333
5353 N 27th St, Lincoln, NE 68521
Rates: $84-94 / free parking, grab & go breakfast
Group Code: NSLH22

Hyatt Place
Downtown
Country Inn
& Suites

Visit the convention page of the association website
for links to online reservation forms.

Parking @ Nebraska Innovation Campus
Guest Parking at NIC Using the Passport Parking
App Payment (Zone 9900) is required for parking
in the paved lot north of Transformation Drive. Paid
parking is enforced 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday
through Saturday. Street Parking can be paid using
a physical pay station or your app (Zone 80).
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Use code CONV22 in the Passport Parking App
to park free in Zone 9900 during the convention
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Not familiar with the Passport Parking app?
Passport Parking is easy!
 Download the Passport Parking app from the
Apple App Store or Google Play store.
 Create an account with your mobile phone
number or email address.
 Park anywhere you see Passport Parking app
signs & decals.
 Pay for your parking session from your phone
using Zone 9900 or Zone 80.
Extend your time remotely if you’d like to stay
longer!
Questions about guest parking at Nebraska
Innovation Campus? Email
parknic@tetradpropertygroup.com.
–3–

Tentative Agenda
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Tentative Agenda

Networking at the Barred Owl, Scarlet Hotel, Friday, 6:00 PM
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Networking Opportunities – Exhibits

Thank You To Our Convention Sponsors

Friday Morning Break

Attendee Folders

Nebraska Speech-Language-Hearing
Endowment Fund

Speaker Sponsor

Lanyards Sponsor

Saturday Morning Break
Attendee Tote Bags
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Speakers – General Sessions
A. Lynn Williams, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, FASHA, FNAP
What’s ASHA Doing For Me? – General Session
This update will describe the current resources and activities
that ASHA provides to members. Strategies for successful
advocacy, opportunities to lead, and ways to get involved will
be discussed. An update of ASHA action items and activities
will also be presented.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify at least 3 beneﬁts to ASHA membership.
2. Identify up to 3 skills acquired through ASHA’s Leadership
Academy.
3. Identify at least 3 beneﬁts to joining the ASHA online
community.
A. Lynn Williams, Ph.D., CCC-SLP is Associate Dean in the
College of Clinical and Rehabilitative Health Sciences at East
Tennessee State University and Professor in the Department
of Audiology & Speech-Language Pathology and an Honorary
Professor at the University of Sydney, Australia. Her research
has focused on development of a new model of phonological
intervention called multiple oppositions that has been the basis
of federally funded intervention studies by the National
Institutes of Health (NIH); she has authored several articles in
a variety of journals, as well as published several book
chapters; developed a phonological intervention software
program called Sound Contrasts in Phonology (SCIP) that was
funded by NIH; authored a book Speech Disorders Resource
Guide for Preschool Children; and served as associate editor
of Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in the Schools
and has served two terms as the associate editor of the
American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology. She has
co-edited a 2nd edition book on Interventions for Speech
Sound Disorders in Children with Sharynne McLeod and
Rebecca McCauley that was published in 2021 by Brookes
Publishing. Dr. Williams has been a frequent presenter at
numerous state, national, and international conferences. She
is an ASHA Fellow, Distinguished Fellow of the National
Academies of Practice, and was an Erskine Fellow at the
University of Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand in 2011.
Dr. Williams chaired the Ad Hoc Committee on Graduate
Education in SLP (2018-2020), served as the ASHA VicePresident for Academic Aﬀairs in Speech-Language Pathology
(2016-2018), was the 2021 ASHA President, and is the 2022
ASHA Immediate Past-President.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Travel expenses
as an ASHA Board liaison to state association. Salary at East
Tennessee State University.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: A. Lynn
Williams has no non-ﬁnancial relationships to disclose.

Dr. JoAnn Wiechmann, Ed.D., CCC-SLP
Where Everyone Knows Your Name: How To
Make Ethical Decisions So People Don’t Know
Your Name – General Session
We are all required to make ethical decisions. We are also
required to take an ethics course. Let’s take a serious, required
topic and learn from the mistakes of others. This session will
dive into the ASHA Code of Ethics, describe an ethical
decision-making process, describe the role of the ASHA Board
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of Ethics and help you know how to navigate some difficult
situations.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify the ASHA Code of Ethics principles and rules.
2. Describe an ethical decision-making process.
3. Identify potential ethical violations in case studies.
JoAnn Wiechmann is currently the Executive Director of
Special Services in Grapevine-Colleyville ISD. Prior to this
role, she has 15 years of administrative experience in special
education in Irving ISD and Pasadena ISD. She also has 12
years of experience as a speech-language pathologist. She
has served four years on the ASHA Board of Ethics in addition
to several volunteer positions with TSHA, ASHA, and TCASE.
JoAnn frequently presents and consults with LEAs and ESCs
on best practices in evaluations, ethics, and quality special
education services.
JoAnn holds a B.S. degree in Communication Disorders &
Audiology from the University of Texas at Dallas; a M.A.
degree in Speech-Language Pathology from Texas Woman’s
University and an Ed.D. degree in Educational Leadership
from Walden University.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. JoAnn
Wiechmann is employed by Grapevine-Colleyville Independent
School District.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. JoAnn
Wiechmann volunteers with SHA, TSHA, and TCASE.

Speakers – Audiology Track
Gail Whitelaw, Ph.D.
Tinnitus And Sound Tolerance Issues In Children
And Teens – Audiology Track
Tinnitus and sound tolerance issues are as common in children
and teens as they are in adults. This presentation is designed
to address the assessment and management of tinnitus in
children and teens. Deﬁning and identifying sound tolerance
issues will be discussed. Speciﬁc assessment considerations
will be highlighted. Management options will be described. A
number of cases will be included.
Learning Objectives:
1. Develop an assessment protocol for tinnitus in the
pediatric population.
2. Create a management program for tinnitus in children and
teens.
3. Describe the impact of tinnitus on academics and quality of
life in children and teens.
Gail M. Whitelaw, Ph.D., is an audiologist who is a clinical
associate professor and Clinic Director at The Ohio State
University in Columbus, OH. She earned her M.A. degree in
Audiology from Michigan State University, a Ph.D. in Hearing
Science from The Ohio State University, and a Master in
Healthcare Administration from The Ohio State University. Dr.
Whitelaw has a broad range of clinical interests including
pediatrics, tinnitus assessment and management, and
suprathreshold auditory disorders. She provides direct patient
care and also precepts Au.D. students in clinical rotations
including those in tinnitus, hyperacusis, and misophonia. Dr.
Whitelaw teaches the course on tinnitus and hyperacusis in the
Department of Speech and Hearing Science at Ohio State.

Speakers – Audiology Track (Continued)
She is a Certiﬁcate Holder in Tinnitus Management from the
American Board of Audiology (ABA) and participated as a
subject matter expert in the development of the certiﬁcate.
Additionally, she serves on the Editorial Advisory Panel for the
American Tinnitus Association.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Gail M. Whitelaw,
Ph.D. is employed by The Ohio State University.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Whitelaw
is on the Board of Directors of the Accreditation Commission
for Audiology Education (ACAE). She also serves on the
Honors and Awards Committee of the American Academy of
Audiology.

Kristen Janky, Au.D., Ph.D., CCC-A
Natalie Lenzen, Au.D., CCC-A
Audiologic And Vestibular Symptoms
Associated With COVID-19 – Audiology Track
The presentation will review the audiologic symptoms
associated with COVID-19 including dizziness, hearing loss,
tinnitus, and otalgia.
Learning Objectives:
1. List the audiovestibular symptoms associated with COVID19.
2. Explain the possible underlying mechanisms of COVID-19
in the inner ear.
Kristen Janky, Au.D., Ph.D., CCC-A is the clinical coordinator
of Vestibular Clinical Services and Director of the Vestibular
and Balance Research Laboratory at Boys Town National
Research Hospital in Omaha, NE. She sees patients one day
a week in the vestibular clinic and spends her remaining time
in research-related activities. Her overall research focus is on
the clinical assessment of dizziness and balance disorders in
patients of all ages, with a particular emphasis on vestibular
assessment and management in the pediatric population. She
received her Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska in 2009
and did a post docorate fellowship at Johns Hopkins University
from 2010-2011.
Natalie Lenzen, Au.D., CCC-A is the manager of Audiology at
Boys Town National Research Hospital in Omaha, NE. Her
professional interests include public health and the audiology
externship. She received her Au.D. from Washington
University in St. Louis in 2009.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Kristen L. Janky is
employed at Boys Town National Research Hospital; NIH
Grant Recipient; Consultant: Natus; Balance Function
Assessment and Management Textbook, Editor.
Natalie Lenzen is employed at Boys Town National Research
Hospital.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Kristen L.
Janky: Ear & Hearing, Section Editor (August 2021-present);
American Journal of Audiology, Editorial Board Member (20172021), American Balance Society President Elect (2019),
President (2020), Past President (2021).
Natalie Lenzen: American Journal of Audiology, Editorial
Assistant (2015-present). Dominican Pediatric ENT Mission,
board member (2021-present).
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Jane Khin, B.A.
Jeffrey Shymanski, M.A.
Manuel Vicente, M.S.
Student Research Grand Rounds – Audiology
Track
NICU Hearing Screening in North Carolina (Jane Khin, B.A.):
In collaboration with the North Carolina EHDI program, a group
of audiology LEND trainees have investigated the current status
of newborn hearing screening in Level III and Level IV NICU
nurseries in North Carolina for purposes of quality improvement.
This project consisted of a statewide analysis of newborn
hearing screening practices to determine how current protocols
and procedures adhere to those recommended by the Joint
Committee on Infant Hearing (JCIH) in its 2019 Position
Statement. With the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic
during the study period, the investigators were motivated to
pursue a secondary aim: to examine the impact of the pandemic
on infant hearing screening. This presentation will review the
speciﬁc aims, methods, and results of the NICU Hearing
Screening in North Carolina project, and will adapt the survey
instruments and resources developed for this study to make
them relevant to other states interested in conducting a similar
analysis.
Learning Objectives:
1. Understand why infants receiving care in the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) are at higher risk for
permanent hearing loss.
2. Justify the JCIH 2019 recommendation for using
Automated Auditory Brainstem Response (AABR) as the
sole hearing screening technology for infants in the NICU.
3. Identify common challenges associated with hearing
screening in the NICU, both prior to and during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
4. Identify barriers to follow-up audiologic care for infants who
fail their newborn hearing screening.
Jane Khin is a fourth-year audiology doctoral student and
LEND trainee at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
In 2019, she graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University
of Maryland with a Bachelor of Arts in Hearing and Speech
Sciences. Jane is currently completing her audiology
externship at the Boys Town National Research Hospital in
Omaha, Nebraska on a dual clinical and research-focused
track. In the future, she would like to conduct translational
research addressing disparities in hearing health care, and
hopes to provide accessible audiologic services for
underserved populations across the lifespan.
Background Noise in Everyday Environments of Hard of
Hearing Children and Typically Hearing Peers (Jeff
Shymanski, M.A.): This presentation overviews research
done as a part of a short-term Au.D. research training program
(T35) completed at Boys Town National Research Hospital.
This project serves as a retrospective investigation to quantify
and qualify background noise in early listening environments.
Using a proprietary recording and sound classiﬁcation system,
we examined noise levels and relative time spent in noise for
children who are hard of hearing and typically hearing peers.
We also determine whether presence of noise is associated
with demographic factors (e.g., family income, socioeconomic
status) or presence of speech.

Speakers – Audiology Track (Continued)
Learning Objectives:
1. Discuss the beneﬁts of using both time- and level-based
measures of background noise.
2. Identify characteristics of background noise in a child’s
early learning environment.
3. Describe potential utility for ecological background noise
measurement in further descriptive and clinical research.
Jeffrey Shymanski received his B.A. in Speech & Hearing
Sciences and M.A. in Audiology at the University of Iowa. He is
completing his fourth-year externship at Boys Town Research
Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska. Jeff’s professional experience
includes diagnostic testing in hearing and balance across the
lifespan, hearing aid provision and service, cochlear implant
programming, and interprofessional work with speechlanguage pathologists to provide individualized aural
rehabilitation services. Jeff’s research interests include
cognitive and linguistic outcomes of children with hearing loss,
attentional factors of background noise, and auditory training in
aural rehabilitation.
Fatigue and Mediating Factors in Adults with Vestibular
Loss (Manuel Vicente, M.S.): Background: Fatigue is
commonly reported in patients with dizziness and vestibular
loss (VL); however, it has yet to be empirically investigated and
thus intervention strategies to improve fatigue in people with
dizziness are limited. Thus, the purpose of this study is to: 1)
measure subjective fatigue in adults with and without VL, and
2) examine mediating factors including cognitive effort, sleep,
and aerobic ﬁtness using subjective and objective measures.
Methods: A total of 17 subjects (7 male), ages 19 to 69
participated. Subjects include adults with: normal hearing and
vestibular function (n=4), VL (n=7), and normal vestibular
function but hearing-matched (n=5). Subjects completed
validated physical activity, sleep quality, and fatigue
questionnaires, in addition to a medical intake form. Subjects
then completed standard audiometry testing and vestibular
testing using Vestibular Evoked Myogenic Potentials, Video
Head Impulse Testing (vHIT) and Rotary Chair to determine
vestibular system status. Lastly, subjects completed three
submaximal aerobic ﬁtness assessments while wearing a
heart rate monitor and completed a balance- cognitive dual
task. Following in-person testing, subjects took a ﬁtness
tracker home, which measured physical activity and sleep
patterns, and wore the device for 7 continuous days.
Results: Results suggest that adults with VL report higher
levels of subjective fatigue, reduced amount of aerobic
capacity, and sleep duration as compared to adults without VL.
As anticipated, the VL group also showed greater sway
patterns when completing a dual task of balance and cognition
when compared to age-and-hearing matched counterparts. VL
group had greater perception of sleep fatigue and cognitive
fatigue than the NV group. There was no eﬀect of group on
baseline, maximum or change in heart rate during aerobic
ﬁtness measures. This could be due to variability in
cardiovascular/physical activity level of the individuals in both
groups. Furthermore, individuals with VL perceive greater
physical exertion after YMCA 3-minute step test when
compared to the other aerobic measures. Sleep is a domain
signiﬁcantly aﬀected by VL since the participants showed
abnormal sleep patterns when compared to the control.
Results suggest that implementing the PedsQL 2, sleep log, or
YMCA 3-minute step test may help quantify fatigue in patient
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with dizziness who exhibits fatigue related symptoms. By
identifying the domain of fatigue an individual with VL struggles
with, clinicians can help guide treatment and rehabilitation
options. (e.g., better sleep hygiene strategies).
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe the association between fatigue and factors that
mediate it in individuals with vestibular loss.
2. Identify the domains of fatigue that may inﬂuence the
population with vestibular loss.
3. Discuss the practical implications of expanding fatigue
measurement protocols in this patient population.
Manuel Vicente is a graduate student in the Clinical Doctorate
in Audiology program at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
(UNL). He worked as a Graduate Research Assistant in the
Concussion and Vestibular Evaluation (CAVE) Laboratory at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln during the time this
research project was completed. Manuel is completing his
externship at Boys Town National Research Hospital.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: All three
presenters will be employed as an audiology externs at the
Boys Town National Research Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska.
Manuel Vicente’s work was supported by the Nebraska
Tobacco Settlement Biomedical Research Development Funds
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln under supervision of
Amanda Rodriguez, Au.D., Ph.D.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: All three
presenters are students. No other non-ﬁnancial disclosures to
report.

Jessica Gutierrez, B.S., CPH
Identifying And Addressing Factors That Prevent
Patients To Follow Up And How To Reduce The
No Show Rates In Vulnerable Populations –
Audiology Track
This presentation focuses on how to better understand the
factors that cause a patient to not make it to their appointments
and how to reduce the no show rates.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify:
 Vulnerable populations.
 Barriers these populations encounter when looking for
healthcare.
 Cultural factors.
2. Communicate better.
3. Developing a care coordination team to support patients:
Social worker, Community health worker, health navigator,
Parent resource coordinator.
Jessica Gutierrez is a bilingual Parent Resource Coordinator
from the Munroe-Meyer Institute, the University of Nebraska
Medical Center, and a Community Health Worker. She is a
designated CDC “Act Early Program Delegate Trainee.”
Jessica began to focus her career on early childhood,
developmental milestones, special health needs and
disabilities. She has a bachelor’s degree in Microbiology with a
minor in chemistry and she is currently pursuing her masters
degree with a Maternal Child concentration.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Jessica Gutierrez
works for UNMC the Munroe-Meyer Institute in collaboration
with Boys Town Pediatrics.

Speakers – Audiology Track (Continued)
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Jessica
Gutierrez has no non-ﬁnancial relationships to disclose.

outcomes in children who use hearing aids and/or cochlear
implants through clinical research.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Kathryn Wiseman
receives a stipend through NIH NIDCD T32 grant
(5T32DC000013).
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Kathryn
Wiseman has no non-ﬁnancial relationships to disclose.

Mariah Cheyney, Au.D., FAAA/CCC-A
Coverage And Reimbursement In Medicare –
Audiology Track
Medicare policies and updates for Audiologists.
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe how audiologists are reimbursed under the
Medicare program.
2. Identify the process by which individuals can collaborate
with state entities to address Medicaid coverage.
3. Evaluate Medicare Advantage plans or contracts for
evidence of coverage.
Mariah Cheyney, Au.D., FAAA/CCC-A is an assistant clinical
professor at Northern Illinois University. Her specialty is
pediatrics, and she manages pediatric patients at the NIU
Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic while precepting audiology
students. She received a Bachelor of Arts in Speech and
Hearing Science from Ohio State University and a Master and
Clinical Doctorate of Audiology from the University of
Pittsburgh. She teaches pediatric audiologic assessment,
pediatric treatment and management, and cochlear implants
within the graduate audiology curriculum at NIU. Dr. Cheyney
is completing a Master of Public Health and directs an
independent study abroad humanitarian program for audiology
students. Dr. Cheyney is also a member of the American
Academy of Audiology Coding and Reimbursement
Committee, the America Speech Language Hearing
Association, The Illinois Public Health Association, and the
Global Coalition for Hearing Health.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Mariah Cheyney
is employed by Northern Illinois University.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Mariah
Cheyney is a member of The American Academy of Audiology
and the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Kathryn Wiseman, Au.D., Ph.D., CCC-A
Over-The-Counter Hearing Aids: What
Audiologists Should Know – Audiology Track
As over-the-counter (OTC) hearing aids become available to
patients, audiologists must understand the current state of
technology, candidacy, and regulation for these devices that
have the potential to impact our patients and practice. This
presentation will provide an overview of OTCs and the role of
audiologists in counseling and providing patient care as it
relates to these devices.
Learning Objectives:
1. Discuss OTC technology and candidacy.
2. Explain current legislation and regulations related to
OTCs.
3. Identify the role of the audiologist in OTCs.
Kathryn Wiseman, Au.D., Ph.D., CCC-A is a postdoctoral
research fellow at Boys Town National Research Hospital in
Omaha, Nebraska. She earned her clinical and research
doctorates at the University of Texas at Dallas. Kathryn’s
research centers on improving speech, language, and hearing

Mickie Paben, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA Clinical
Territory Manager
Kendell Simms, Au.D., CCC-A
Clinical Territory Manager I
Implantable Hearing Solutions – Audiology Track
Discuss Cochlear Americas FDA Approved implantable hearing
solutions.
Learning Objectives:
1. Understand Cochlear America’s FDA approved implantable
hearing solutions.
2. Understand candidacy for Cochlear America’s FDA
approved hearing solutions.
3. Understand how these implantable solutions work.
Mickie Paben, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA Clinical Territory Manager:
Mickie is the Clinical Territory Manager for the Central Plains
Territory. Mickie received her Master’s Degree in Audiology
from Rush University Medical Center and her Clinical
Doctorate in Audiology from Salus University. Mickie joined
Cochlear in June 2014. Prior to Cochlear, Mickie worked as a
clinical audiologist on the cochlear implant team at
Northwestern Medicine in Chicago. She has also served as an
adjunct faculty member at Rush University Medical Center and
Northwestern University.
Kendell Simms, Au.D., CCC-A, Clinical Territory Manager I:
Kendell is the Clinical Territory Manager I for the Central
Plains. Kendell received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Speech and Hearing Science from Arizona State University in
2004 and her Doctorate of Audiology degree from ASU in
2008. She worked as a clinician at Boys Town National
Research Hospital for 11 years before joining Cochlear
Americas about four years ago. Her areas of interest include
Baha, Osia, Cochlear Implants, and counseling of families who
are affected by hearing loss.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Employed by
Cochlear Americas.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Mickie Paben
and Kendell Simms have no non-ﬁnancial relationships to
disclose.

Matt Walker, Au.D., CCC-A
Brain Hearing – Audiology Track
Discuss Oticon’s concept of brain hearing and how it sets us
apart from other hearing aid manufacturers.
Learning Objectives:
1. Better understand Oticon’s brain hearing philosophy.
2. Feel comfortable with explaining beneﬁts of brain hearing
to patients.
Matt Walker is the Education & Training Specialist for the
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Speakers – Audiology Track (Continued)
MidAmerica Region at Oticon. He is responsible for new and
continuing education programs for hearing care professionals,
technical product training and audiology ﬁeld support for adults
and children. Dr. Walker has previous experience in clinical
and university teaching settings. Dr. Walker holds a clinical
doctor of audiology degree from the University of Southern
Mississippi.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Matt Walker, Au.D.
is an employee of Oticon, Inc. and receives a salary.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Matt Walker,
Au.D. has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Laina Burdiek, Au.D., CCC-A
ReSound 2022 Product Update – Audiology Track
This presentation will cover the exciting new products and
features in the ReSound product lines.
Learning Objectives:
1. Learner will be able to translate current product
nomenclature used for product ordering.
2. Learner will be able to differentiate between products in
our current product line.
Laina Burdiek is a Field Training Audiologist at GN ReSound.
From Valley Falls, KS, she holds a B.A. in Speech, Language,
Hearing from the University of Kansas and an Au.D. from
Wichita State University. She maintains her Certificate of
Clinical Competencies through the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association. Prior to joining the training
team with ReSound, she was employed at a private practice
specializing in vestibular disorders and at an ENT office. In her
current role, she provides support and education to hearing
care professionals in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and Iowa.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Laina Burdiek,
Au.D., CCC-A; Field Training Audiologist employed by
Resound.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Laina
Burdiek has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Kelly Malcolm, Au.D., MPH
Satisfaction With Quality Of Healthcare In
Association With Hearing Loss, Hearing Aid Use,
And Race – Audiology Track
Hearing loss has negative effects on communication leading to
difficulties with patient-provider communication and reduced
satisfaction with care.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify the difference in satisfaction of healthcare with
differing levels of hearing loss.
2. Describe secondary data analysis methods using large,
nationally representative, survey data involving hearing
loss and satisfaction with care.
3. Evaluate research gaps involving hearing loss and race.
Kelly Malcolm, Au.D., MPH is a postdoctoral fellow in the
Department of Epidemiology and is mentored by Cochlear
Center director Frank Lin, and core faculty Nicholas Reed,
Au.D. and Carrie Nieman, M.D., MPH. She received her Au.D.
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2020 and her
Master of Public Health with a concentration in global health

from Harvard University in 2021. Her research interests
include increasing access to hearing care to underserved
populations through community-based interventions and health
service policies and increasing equity in hearing care.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Kelly Malcolm is
employed by the Cochlear Center for Hearing and Public
Health at Johns Hopkins University. This work was funded in
part by the Johns Hopkins Cochlear Center for Hearing &
Public Health, which is supported in-part by a philanthropic gift
from Cochlear, Ltd.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Kelly
Malcolm has nothing else to disclosure.

Haley McTee, Au.D.
Heather Porter, Ph.D., Au.D.
Meeting Complex Developmental And Medical
Needs In The Audiology Clinic – Audiology
Track
This presentation aims to discuss the complex needs of
neurodivergent children, specifically in the audiology clinic.
This includes ways in which to adapt different testing
techniques to obtain more reliable information, current
research innovations, and how to balance the needs of these
patients from a patient/family perspective.
Learning Objectives:
1. Explain what it means to be “neurodivergent.”
2. Describe behavioral testing supports.
3. Describe similarities and differences between VRA and
OPP.
4. Identify anatomical and physiological differences in
children with Down syndrome that may increase likelihood
of hearing loss and/or ear infections.
5. Consider amplification treatment adjustments for children
who are neurodivergent.
6. Identify ways to improve family inclusion.
Haley McTee graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in
Psychology and Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at
the University of Colorado in 2016. From there, she went on to
earn a doctorate degree in audiology from the University of
Colorado in 2020. She currently works as a clinical audiologist
at Boys Town National Research Hospital. At Boys Town, she
is the audiologist on the new Down syndrome Clinic team,
programs cochlear implants, and completes sedated and
unsedated Auditory Brainstem Response testing (ABR) on
patients of all ages.
Heather Porter is a Research Scientist and clinical audiologist
at Boys Town National Research Hospital. She completed
clinical (Au.D.) and research (Ph.D.) doctorates at Vanderbilt
University, with a dissertation examining binaural hearing in
children with Down syndrome. Following graduation, she
joined the auditory research group at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill examining hearing-in-noise difficulties
experienced by children and adults, and the mechanisms
responsible for auditory development in children. She became
immersed in a clinical setting at Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles, testing children with complex medical histories and
extensive developmental delays. Most recently, she joined the
Center for Hearing Research at Boys Town National Research
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Hospital, where she continues to examine mechanisms of
auditory development in children, including children with Down
syndrome.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Haley McTee and
Heather Porter are employed by Boys Town National Research
Hospital.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Haley McTee
and Heather Porter have no financial relationships to disclose.

Speakers – SLP School Track
Karla K. McGregor, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, BCS-CL
Helping You To Help Them: Best Practices,
Barriers, Solutions, And Resources For Serving
Children With Developmental Language
Disorder In The School Setting – SLP School Track
In this interactive seminar, Karla will motivate the urgent need
to serve children with developmental language disorder (DLD)
in the school setting and share evidence-based practices for
determining which children will qualify for services that comply
with IDEA and Nebraska guidelines. She will discuss barriers
to service delivery and share solutions and resources that help
SLPs help children with DLD and their families.
Learning Objectives:
1. Convey why it is critical to serve children with DLD in the
school setting.
2. Describe evidence-based identiﬁcation practices that
comply with federal and state guidelines.
3. Recognize the barriers to identiﬁcation and qualiﬁcation
that exist for families and for SLPs.
4. Consider solutions and resources that may help school
SLPs to help children with DLD and their families.
Karla K. McGregor, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, BCS-CL, received her
M.S. and Ph.D. from Purdue University. After 13 years on the
faculty of Northwestern University and another 13 on the
faculty of the University of Iowa, she is currently professor
emerita at the University of Iowa and a senior research
scientist at Boys Town National Research Hospital where she
also serves as the director of the Center for Childhood
Deafness, Language and Learning. Her research on
developmental language disorder (DLD) is funded by the
National Institutes of Health and the National Science
Foundation. She is a passionate advocate for DLD awareness
and understanding and, in that role, she is a founding member
and current director of DLDandMe.org and RADLD-USA.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Karla McGregor
receives a salary from Boys Town National Research Hospital
and grant funding from NIH and NSF.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Karla
McGregor serves on the boards of DLDandMe.org and
RADLD-USA.

Cari Ebert, MS, CCC-SLP
Building Executive Functions Skills Through
Play-Based Learning – SLP School Track
Language and executive function skills are interdependent –
one cannot develop without the other. This course provides

insight on how to facilitate development of language and
executive function skills through play-based learning. Being
able to plan, organize, inhibit responses, follow multi-step
directions, stay focused, complete tasks amid distractions, be
resilient, engage in non-preferred tasks, delay gratiﬁcation, and
be a ﬂexible thinker are skills that set young children up for
success in school and in life. Research shows that executive
function skills develop most rapidly between ages 3 and 5,
making high-quality early childhood services critical for optimal
growth and development.
Learning Objectives:
1. Deﬁne and explain the terms learning, play-based learning,
and, executive function skills.
2. Describe the 3 key areas of executive function: working
memory, inhibitory control, and mental ﬂexibility.
3. Summarize the adult’s role in play-based learning
activities.
4. List play-based activities that foster development of
executive function skills.
Cari Ebert, M.S., CCC-SLP, is a pediatric speech-language
pathologist in private practice in the Kansas City, Missouri
area. She received her bachelor’s degree from the University
of Iowa in 1993 and her master’s degree from Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale in 1995. Cari is a therapist,
consultant, author, product developer, and nationally
recognized speaker who gets paid to do what she loves most
... TALK! She works exclusively with young children, birth to
age ﬁve, and their families and believes that early intervention
is the key to future success. Cari has an autistic son, allowing
her to engage audiences both as a professional and as a
parent of a neurodivergent child. She has an energetic
personality, and this translates to a high-energy speaking style.
Join Cari as she explores important issues for enhancing the
development of young children ... you’ll be glad you took the
time.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Cari Ebert
receives royalties from all product sales on her website. She
also receives a speaking fee from NSLHA for presenting this
course.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Cari Ebert
has an autistic son and shares personal experiences in her
trainings.

Cari Ebert, M.S., CCC-SLP
Understanding Autism Through A
Neurodiversity-Affirming Lens – SLP School
Track
This course will provide an overview of the key features of
autism in young children, how girls on the spectrum present
differently from boys, along with a discussion of how speechlanguage pathologists can provide neurodiversity-affirming
services using a strengths-based approach. The therapeutic
strategies addressed in this course are not focused on
establishing compliance or ﬁxing deﬁcits identiﬁed on
standardized tests, but rather on helping autistic children learn
how to learn through social interactions with the important
people in their world.
Learning Objectives:
1. List the key features of autism in young children and
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describe how girls on the spectrum present differently from
boys.
2. Summarize the importance of neurodiversity-affirming
practices in the ﬁeld of speech-language pathology.
3. List and describe ﬁve key foundation skills to focus on in
speech-language therapy Session when supporting
autistic children.
Cari Ebert, M.S., CCC-SLP, is a pediatric speech-language
pathologist in private practice in the Kansas City, Missouri
area. She received her bachelor’s degree from the University
of Iowa in 1993 and her master’s degree from Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale in 1995. Cari is a therapist,
consultant, author, product developer, and nationally
recognized speaker who gets paid to do what she loves most
... TALK! She works exclusively with young children, birth to
age five, and their families and believes that early intervention
is the key to future success. Cari has an autistic son, allowing
her to engage audiences both as a professional and as a
parent of a neurodivergent child. She has an energetic
personality, and this translates to a high-energy speaking style.
Join Cari as she explores important issues for enhancing the
development of young children ... you’ll be glad you took the
time.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Cari Ebert is
author of the book “The Learning to Learn Program” which she
will reference in this training. Cari receives royalties from all
product sales on her website and also receives a speaking fee
from NSLHA for presenting this course.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Cari Ebert
has an autistic son and shares personal experiences in her
trainings.

Dr. Christina Pynn
Responding To Mental Health: How SLPs Can
Support Students In And Out Of Your Office –
SLP School Track
Many children with speech and language impairments also
experience emotional and behavioral difficulties. The goal of
this presentation is to provide information and practical tools
SLPs can use in their treatment of language delays for children
with comorbid emotional and/or behavioral difficulties.
Information in this presentation will include: (1) Background on
the current mental health climate faced by school-aged
children; (2) tools to help engage students in primary and
secondary school; (3) emotional-behavioral prevention and
response strategies for internalizing and externalizing
symptomology.
Learning Objectives:
1. Understand mental health issues that aﬀect school-aged
children.
2. SLPs role in preventing and addressing emotionalbehavioral concerns in speech therapy.
3. Identify ways in which SLPs can be better equipped to
engage students with emotional and behavioral concerns.
Dr. Christina Pynn is a psychologist who specializes in
Comprehensive School Mental and Behavioral Health.
Christina received her masters and doctorate degree from
Oklahoma State University in School Psychology. Christina
has engaged in direct and systems level tiered academic,

behavioral, and mental health supports with students from K12th grade. She completed her pre-doctoral internship at the
Munroe-Meyer Institute where she provided behavioral health
support to individuals and families with/without intellectual and
developmental disabilities with externalizing disorders (e.g.,
ADHD, ODD, DMDD) and internalizing disorder (e.g., anxiety,
depression). In addition, she worked in Omaha Public Schools
to provide consultation and supports in their Alternative
Curriculum Program (ACP) classrooms. Christina is completing
her Fellowship in Comprehensive School-Based Mental Health
at MMI, working with Millard Public Schools. She consults with
educators and provides treatment to children/adolescents with
a variety of concerns within the school setting.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Christina Pynn is
employed by University of Nebraska Medical Center.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Christina
Pynn has no non-ﬁnancial relationships to disclose.

Jordan Johnson
Alphabet Soup: IDEA, FERPA, And 504 – SLP
School Track
Special education litigation has steadily increased over the last
decade, and trends that started on the coasts are spreading
inward and finding a foothold in Nebraska. As we look forward
to the 2022-2023 school year, special education practices
should be informed by the most recent cases, guidance, and
complaints directly relevant to speech-language and audiology
practitioners. This fast paced session will prepare attendees to
face the challenges of the next year with practical lessons
learned since 2020.
Learning Objectives:
1. In this session participants will learn basics of IDEA,
FERPA, and 504.
Jordan Johnson is a school lawyer in the law firm of KSB
School Law where he focuses his practice exclusively on
representing public school districts and related entities. Jordan
grew up in South Dakota and graduated from the University of
Nebraska College of Law. Jordan has focused much of his
work at KSB on the big and ever-changing federal laws and
published cases that apply to schools, in particular under the
IDEA, FERPA, Section 504 and the ADA.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Jordan Johnson is
employed by KSB School Law.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Jordan
Johnson has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Hope Sparks Lancaster, Ph.D.
The Dynamic Relationship Between Speech,
Language, And Reading – SLP School Track
In this talk, we will discuss how speech, language, and reading
relate and build on each other. We will present theoretical and
research evidence supporting the reciprocal relationships
between these skills. We will discuss why understanding these
relationships is important for identification and clinical
management of neurodevelopmental disorders affecting
communication. We will give special attention to: speech
sound disorder, developmental language impairment, reading
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Speakers – SLP Medical Track (Continued)

disorder, and cleft palate with and without cleft lip.
Learning Objectives:
1. Explain how speech, language, and reading relate to each
other.
2. Apply this knowledge to clinical skills (e.g., test selection
and goal setting).
3. Discuss research evidence presented in the talk.
Hope Sparks Lancaster, Ph.D., is a research scientist at Boys
Town National Research Hospital. She earned her Ph.D. at
Vanderbilt University in 2015. Afterwards, she was a
postdoctoral fellow at Arizona State University, where she
worked on genetics, reading, and cleft palate research. She is
leader of the Etiologies of Language and Literacy Lab. Her
research examines the genetic and behavioral commonalities
between speech sound disorders, developmental language
disorder, and dyslexia. She is also interested in the learning
outcomes of children with cleft palate with and without cleft lip.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Hope Sparks
Lancaster is employed at Boys Town National Research
Hospital.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Hope Sparks
Lancaster has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

employed by the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Samantha
Penas is employed by Bryan Health. Adria Allen is a graduate
student and has no financial relationships to disclose.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Judy Harvey,
Samantha Penas, and Adria Allen have no non-financial
relationships to disclose.

Speakers – SLP Medical Track
Samantha Penas, M.S.,CCC-SLP
Judy Harvey, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Adria Allen, B.A.
Short And Long-Term Effects Of COVID-19 On
Speech, Swallowing, And Cognitive Language,
And The Role Of The SLP – SLP Medical Track
Literature review of COVID-19 complications involving SLP.
Inpatient Rehab Facility statistics & case studies.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify speech, language, cognitive, and swallowing
symptoms and characteristics caused by COVID-19.
2. Identify & understand SLP role in COVID-19 recovery.
3. State prevalence of COVID-19 cases that required SLP in
one large NE hospital.
Judy Harvey Ph.D., CCC-SLP is an Associate Professor of
Practice at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Her research
interests include clinical intervention for adults and children
with neurogenic communication disorders and evidence based
practice. She is a practicing SLP and teaches in the clinic and
the classroom.
Samantha Penas is a speech language pathologist and
assistant therapy manager at the Bryan Acute Inpatient
Rehabilitation Facility in Lincoln, NE. She earned her Bachelor
of Science and Master of Science in Speech Language
Pathology from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She has
been practicing in the hospital and acute inpatient rehabilitation
setting for over 8 years.
Adria Allen is a graduate student and clinician at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln in the Speech-Language Pathology
program. Prior to starting her graduate study, she completed
her B.A. in Communication Sciences & Disorders from the
University of Northern Iowa.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Judy Harvey is

Angela Dietsch, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Clinical Competency And Cultural Responsivity
In Gender Affirming Communication Services –
SLP Medical Track
The presentation will focus on creating culturally responsive
clinical environments for all clients, and on evidence-based
services for individuals seeking SLP guidance to align their
communication features with their gender identity. We will
review resources for current terminology, and opportunities for
inclusiveness from the first contact with a potential client all the
way through clinical care. Intervention-specific topics will
include elements of communication that may be used by naïve
listeners to characterize gender, interviewing approaches to
support collaborative target selection, and specific strategies to
shift communication features. Clinical scenario examples and
discussions will provide audience members to apply newly
acquired knowledge within the session.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify characteristics of a culturally responsive clinical
environment.
2. Apply principles of motivational interviewing to clinical
scenarios.
3. List communication features that listeners may use to
assign gender.
4. Describe characteristics that may be targeted in
communication-related gender affirmation services, and
associated clinical approaches/strategies.
5. Apply principles of motor learning to clinical scenarios.
6. Summarize potential barriers to gender affirmation care
and the SLP’s role in the provision of such services.
Angela Dietsch is an associate professor at University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research focuses on sensory and motor
aspects of neural control for speech, voice, and swallowing
function across age, health, and gender. Current funded
research lines explore (a) the interaction of taste stimulation,
brain activity, and swallowing biomechanics in health and
neurogenic dysphagia; and (b) the effects of gender affirmation
communication services on communication features and
social-emotional health in transgender and gender diverse
persons.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Angela Dietsch is
employed by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and has no
other relevant financial relations to disclose.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Angela
Dietsch has no relevant non-financial relations to disclose.

Susan Fager Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Minimal Movement: Current Research & Clinical
Solutions For Access To AAC – SLP Medical
Track
This presentation will focus on current clinical as well as
new/emerging AAC access technology solutions for individuals
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with minimal movement challenges. Assessment tools and
resources will be discussed, current access technology
solutions for minimal movement will be presented through
case illustrations, and current research into the development of
new access solutions will be presented.
Learning Objectives:
1. Relate key challenges to AAC implementation for
individuals with minimal movement capabilities.
2. Identify 3 resources to support AAC assessment and
decision-making for individuals with minimal movements.
3. Identify 3 low and 3 high tech AAC access solutions for
individuals with minimal movements.
Dr. Susan Fager received her B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Dr. Fager has worked at
Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals for the past 24 years serving
a variety of positions including speech-language pathologist,
assistive technology/AAC coordinator, therapy education
coordinator, and most recently as the lead researcher in AAC
and director of the Communication Center within the Institute
for Rehabilitation Science and Engineering at Madonna. She
holds adjunct research professor positions at UNL and UNMC.
Her research focuses on the development of new and
emerging access technologies to AAC for individuals with
severe motor impairment and she has a history of grant
funding from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the
National Science Foundation (NSF) and the National Institute
on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research
(NIDILRR). Dr. Fager has over 40 publications focusing on her
work in AAC. She received the ASHA Fellow in 2021 and is
currently a research partner in the Rehabilitation Engineering
Research Center (RERC) on AAC funded through the
NIDILRR.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Susan Fager is
employed by Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals. Contents of
this presentation have been developed under a grant to the
Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Augmentative
and Alternative Communication (RERC on AAC) from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, National Institute
on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research
(NIDILRR grant # 90RE5017 & # 90REGE0014). Madonna
Rehabilitation Hospital receives a subcontract to support Dr.
Fager’s work related to the grant. Contents do not necessarily
represent the policy of the funding agency; endorsement by
the federal government should not be assumed.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Susan Fager
has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Jessica Sharp, M.S., CCC-SLP
Implementation, Transition & Education Of Oral
Cares Policy & Procedure In The Setting Of
Aspiration Pneumonia – SLP Medical Track
Overview regarding relevance of aspiration pneumonia in
acute care in correlation with oral cares. Will share our process
of reviewing current oral care hospital policy, updating hospital
policy, and education staff on new policy and procedures.
Analysis of pre-education and implementation equipment data
and post transition data.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify factors contributing to aspiration pneumonia

regarding oral cares.
2. Identify recommended duration and frequency of oral
cares to reduce aspiration pneumonia.
3. Identify proper and recommended equipment to perform
oral cares.
4. Identify risk factors placing patients at increased aspiration
risk.
Jessica Sharp is a Speech-Language Pathologist and Inpatient
Clinical SLP in the department of Speech-Language Pathology
at the UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute. Jessica received her
Bachelor’s degree in Education and Human Sciences at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and earned her Master of
Science degree in Speech Pathology at Fort Hays State
University in Hays, KS. Jessica has gained clinical experience
over the course of her profession working in various settings
from skilled nursing facilities, acute care, home health, and
outpatient therapy across the lifespan. Jessica started working
at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in November
2019 with particular interest and passion in stroke and
Parkinson’s Disease.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Jessica Sharp is
employed by the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Jessica
Sharp has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Katie Hansen, M.S., CCC-SLP
Shannon Frey, M.S., CCC-SLP, CNT
Supporting Families And Children With PFD –
SLP Medical Track
Mealtimes and feeding infants and children can be stressful,
especially for parents of children with Pediatric Feeding
Disorder (PFD). This presentation is aimed to provide you with
knowledge of the 4 domains of PFD, how to support families in
identifying their treatment goals, and practical strategies for
supporting a family and the patient across various
developmental stages of feeding.
Learning Objectives:
1. State the 4 domains of PFD.
2. Explain how to incorporate family members within care
plan and treatment.
3. Describe multiple treatment approaches across various
developmental stages.
Katie Hansen works at Children’s Hospital and Medical Center
Omaha, where she has been employed for the last 10 years.
Her passion is working with families and patients with pediatric
feeding disorders. She serves on two multidisciplinary feeding
clinics at Children’s: Feeding and Growth Clinic and
Aerodigestive Clinic. Katie earned her bachelor’s degree in
communication disorders in 2010 from UNL. She is a 2012
graduate of UNL’s speech language pathology master’s
program.
Shannon Frey works at Children's Hospital and Medical Center
Omaha were she started her clinical career nine years ago.
She returned to her home state of Illinois where she worked for
Children's Hospital of Illinois for 3 years before coming back to
Omaha. She has a passion for serving babies and families
through a trauma informed lens. Her primary clinical role at this
time is outpatient feeding although does have a love for the
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NICU population. She is a certified neonatal therapist and has
earned her trauma informed professional certification. She
earned her bachelor's degree at the University of Iowa in 2011
and her master's degree from University of WisconsinWhitewater in 2013. She is currently in the process of working
towards her MBA at Midland University.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Katie Hansen is
employed by Children’s Hospital and Medical Center Omaha.
Shannon Frey works at Children's Hospital and Medical Center
Omaha.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Katie Hansen
has no non-financial relationships to disclose. Shannon Frey
has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Fran Tvrdy, Au.D., CCC-A
Kristi Smith, M.S., CCC-SLP
Haley Micka, M.A., CCC-SLP
A Framework For Auditory Training For The Deaf
And Hard Of Hearing, Pre- And Post-Cochlear
Implants – SLP Medical Track
Following this presentation, participants will be able to
understand varying degrees and types of hearing loss and
understand ways in which differing hearing losses, ages, and
developmental stages impact speech and language
development. Participants will also be able to describe the
assessment and intervention process (pre- and post- cochlear
implantation), identify essential team members for a
multidisciplinary approach to care and the role of each
participant, and understand the framework of “Speech
Perception Instructional Curriculum and Evaluation” program
(SPICE), created by Central Institute for the Deaf, to target
auditory training.
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe degrees and types of hearing loss.
2. Describe impact of hearing loss on speech and language
development across developmental ages & stages.
3. Identify and describe pre- and post- cochlear implantation
interventions and parent training strategies.
4. Describe processes and sequences of skills to target
within auditory training curriculum and protocols.
5. Identify appropriate goals and demonstrate ability to
document progress toward goals.
Fran Tvrdy, Au.D., CCC-A. Doctorate in Audiology from UNL.
Currently, she is a pediatric audiologist and the Cochlear
Implant Program Coordinator at Children’s Hospital and
Medical Center in Omaha. She has worked in the past at
Omaha Public Schools and Phoenix Children’s Hospital. Her
area of interests in pediatric audiology is cochlear implantation,
bone anchored hearing aids, and electrophysiological testing.
Kristi Smith, M.S., CCC-SLP. Now employed at Children’s
Hospital and Medical Center in Omaha, NE as a speechlanguage pathologist. She earned a Master’s Degree in
Speech Language Pathology from UNL. She is a trauma
Informed Professional and has completed training in treating
patients with hearing loss at the Central Institute for the Deaf in
St. Louis, Missouri.
Haley Micka, M.A., CCC-SLP. Now employed at Children’s
Hospital and Medical Center in Omaha, NE as a speechlanguage pathologist. She earned a Master’s Degree in

Speech Language Pathology from Truman State University.
She has completed training in treating patients with hearing
loss at the Central Institute for the Deaf in St. Louis, Missouri.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Kristi Smith &
Haley Micka are employed by Children’s Hospital and Medical
Center in Omaha, NE as speech-language pathologists. They
have no additional financial relationships to disclose.
Fran Tvrdy is employed by Children’s Hospital and Medical
Center in Omaha, NE as an Audiologist and the Cochlear
Implant Program Coordinator. She has no additional financial
relationships to disclose.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Kristi Smith &
Haley Micka have no non-financial relationships to disclose.
Fran Tvrdy has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Judy Harvey, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Memory Strategy Training For Aging Individuals
– Intervention And Outcomes – SLP Medical
Track
This proposal describes the UNL-Tabitha Memory Workshop
developed for individuals aged 55 and older, concerned about
memory and aging. The clinical goals are to increase
participant reports of memory contentment, strategy use, and
decrease reported memory errors. The presenter will discuss
immediate and long-term treatment outcomes. In addition, data
regarding the effect of group training on objective memory
measures will be shared.
Learning Objectives:
1. State the benefits of a cognitive language communication
group focused on memory strategies for aging adults.
2. Identify appropriate dependent measures for this group
intervention.
3. Identify functional topics for this group intervention.
Judy Harvey Ph.D., CCC-SLP is an associate Professor of
Practice in the department of Special Education and
Communication Disorders at the University of NebraskaLincoln (UNL). Her clinical research interests include cognitive
language aspects of aging adults, cognitive strategy use for
individuals with acquired brain injury, and evidence-based
practice. She teaches in the clinic and the classroom on the
subjects of clinical decision making, EBP, acquired brain injury,
and motor speech disorders.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Judy Harvey is an
employee of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The Memory
Workshop is held at the Barkley Memorial Center Speech
Language and Hearing Clinic at UNL.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Judy Harvey
has no non-financial relationships to disclose.
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Christina Aguilar, B.S.
Lucia Scheffel, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Shari DeVeney, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
What Makes A Professional Voice: Vocal
Acoustic Analysis Comparison Between The
Five Most Viewed Ted Talks In English And
Spanish – Poster Session

Alicia Weiss, B.S.
Lucia Scheffel, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Shari DeVeney, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Qualty Of Life And Participation Survey OutCome Measures Before And After SPEAK OUT!®
& LOUD Crowd® Treatment On Individuals With
Parkinson’s Disease – Poster Session

TED talks are one of the most popular online forums, where
expert speakers can share their knowledge and experience
with the world. This study compares the vocal acoustic
measures of the five most viewed TED talk presenters in
English and Spanish to investigate if they fit with the standards
of voice branding.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify acoustic voice measures of the five most viewed
TED talk speakers in English and Spanish.
2. Differentiate acoustic voice measures across the five most
viewed TED Talk presenters in English and Spanish.
3. Compare acoustic voice measurements of TED Talk
presenters to existing normative data regarding successful
voice branding.
Christina Aguilar, B.S. is from Pearsall, Texas and is a speechlanguage pathology graduate student at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. She is the 2022 Jerome F. Given
scholarship recipient granted by the Scottish Rite Foundation
of Omaha and is featured on the American Speech-LanguageHearing Association’s Representation Matters video campaign.
Her research interests include bilingual communication and
voice and upper airway disorders.
Lucia Scheffel, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is an Assistant Professor at
the University of Nebraska at Omaha. She completed her
master’s and doctorate at Kent State University-Ohio and
postdoctoral fellowship in Medical Speech Pathology at Mayo
Clinic-Rochester, MN. Her research interests include
neurogenic speech and language disorders, and voice
disorders. She has presented at state, national and
international conferences.
Shari DeVeney, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is an associate professor in
Special Education and Communication Disorders at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. Prior to obtaining her
doctorate degree, she spent 10 years as a practicing clinician,
working primarily in educational settings. Her research focuses
on identifying early communication risks and advancing
evidence-based clinical practices for young children with
speech and language deficits. She teaches undergraduate and
graduate coursework in pediatric language impairments and
speech sound disorder.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Lucia Scheffel
and Dr. Shari DeVeney are both employed by the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. They have no financial relationships to
disclose. Christina Aguilar is a graduate student and has no
financial relationship to disclosure.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Lucia
Scheffel, Dr. Shari DeVeney and Christina Aguilar have no
non-financial relationships to disclose.

The prevalence of individuals with Parkinson’s Disease (PD)
developing a motor speech disorder, specifically hypokinetic
dysarthria, is 90% (Ho et al., 1998).This study used both the
Speech Handicap Index (SHI) and the Communication
Participation Item Bank (CPIB) General Short-Form to
measure the impact of the SPEAK OUT!® & LOUD Crowd!®
program in daily functioning and quality of life in relation to
specific therapeutic outcomes. This study adds to the growing
body of research regarding the contribution of the SPEAK
OUT!® & LOUD Crowd!® program to address the speech and
voice aspects of PD.
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe SPEAK OUT!® & LOUD Crowd!® treatment for
individuals with Parkinson’s Disease.
2. Analyze the effects of quality of life surveys before and
after the SPEAK OUT!® & LOUD Crowd!® treatment.
3. Compare vocal intensity in sustained phonation /a/ and
conversational speech pre- to post- SPEAK OUT!®
treatment.
Alicia Weiss, B.S., is a Graduate Student of Speech Language
Pathology at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. She
graduated from UNO in 2021 with a Bachelor of Science in
Neuroscience and a Bachelor of Science in Education with a
concentration in Communication Disorders. She was awarded
a Graduate Research and Creative Activity grant from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha in 2022. Her research
interests include neurogenic speech and language disorders.
Lucia Scheffel, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is an Assistant Professor at
the University of Nebraska at Omaha. She completed her
master’s and doctorate at Kent State University-Ohio and
postdoctoral fellowship in Medical Speech Pathology at Mayo
Clinic-Rochester, MN. Her research interests include
neurogenic speech and language disorders, and voice disorders. She has presented at state, national and international
conferences.
Shari DeVeney, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is an associate professor in
Special Education and Communication Disorders at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. Prior to obtaining her
doctorate degree, she spent 10 years as a practicing clinician,
working primarily in educational settings. Her research focuses
on identifying early communication risks and advancing
evidence-based clinical practices for young children with
speech and language deficits. She teaches undergraduate and
graduate coursework in pediatric language impairments and
speech sound disorder.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Lucia Scheffel
and Dr. Shari DeVeney are both employed by the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. They have no financial relationships to
disclose. Alicia Weiss is a graduate student and has no
financial relationship to disclose.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Lucia
Scheffel, Dr. Shari DeVeney and Christina Aguilar have no
non-financial relationships to disclose.
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Lisa Lenz, M.A., CCC-SLP
Emma Arthur, B.A.
Interprofessional Practice & Education:
Measuring SLP And SPED Student Attitudes –
Poster Session
Our poster describes a semester-long practicum experience
for speech-language pathology (SLP) and special education
(SPED) students in the department of Special Education and
Communication Disorders at UNL. Some students were paired
to work together interprofessionally while others worked alone
in a reading or speech and hearing clinic. Three surveys
measuring interprofessional attitudes and readiness were
administered before and after the practicum experience.
Differences between students across time and between paired
and unpaired students are described, along with differences
between the survey instruments. Implications for clinical
learning across professions are discussed.
Learning Objectives:
1. List three survey instruments that measure
interprofessional attitudes and readiness.
2. Explain how students changed after experiencing their
semester of practicum.
3. Describe differences between SLP and SPED student
groups.
Lisa Lenz is a lecturer and the SLP externship coordinator at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She holds the certificate of
clinical competence from ASHA and a master’s degree in
speech-language pathology from Indiana University. She has
worked in private practice and at the Capital Area Intermediate
Unit in Pennsylvania, and she has conducted research at the
Penn State Hershey Medical Center, Indiana University, and
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her areas of interest
include implementation science, supervision, and
interprofessional practice and education.
Emma Arthur completed her bachelor’s degree in
communication sciences and disorders at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and will begin her graduate studies there in
the fall of 2022. She has conducted research in the areas of
mentoring in speech-language pathology and interprofessional
practice and education.
Financial Disclosure Statement: Lisa Lenz is employed by
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and has no financial
relationships to disclose.
Emma Arthur is a student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
and has no financial relationships to disclose.
Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Lisa Lenz is employed
by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and is a member of the
NSLHA continuing education committee. She has no other
non-financial relationships to disclose.
Emma Arthur is a student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
and has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Korey Stading, M.S., CCC-SLP
Paul Laikko, M.A., CCC-SLP
Sydney Norton, M.S., CCC-SLP
Holly Schlautman, M.S., CCC-SLP
Denise Hazelrigg, M.S., CCC-SLP
Collaborative Model To Support The Diagnosis
And Treatment Of Severe Speech Sound
Disorders – Poster Session
Description of an ongoing collaborative model between
Munroe Meyer Institute RiteCare Clinic and Westside
Community Schools to help support the diagnosis and
treatment planning for children with severe speech sound
disorders (SSD). Included is a description of the collaborative
process with RiteCare at MMI serving as a no cost resource for
support of the district therapists in assessment and treatment
planning for students with SSD. This has been an interactive
process between RiteCare, the school therapists, and families
through in-person meetings as well as video and Zoom
resources. Also shared is a checklist developed through the
collaboration that helps therapists differentiate between SSD.
Future directions will look at ways to expand this model to
other regions.
Learning Objectives:
1. Streamline the diagnostic process for SSD.
2. Identify and use resources in their community to help
support SSD.
3. Utilize a checklist to help support diagnosis and
intervention of children with SSD.
Korey Stading, M.S., CCC-SLP is a Speech-Language
Pathologist in the department of speech-language pathology at
the UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute. Korey has provided
speech and language therapy within the RiteCare Clinic for 25
years, specializing in AAC, SSD, and services for individuals
with Down syndrome. She is also involved in research in these
areas. She received her masters at Texas Christian University.
Paul Laikko, M.A., CCC-SLP is a Speech-Language
Pathologist in the department of speech-language pathology at
the UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute (MMI). For over 30 years
Paul has worked within the RiteCare Clinic specializing in
severe speech sound disorders (SSD) and pediatric feeding.
Prior to joining Munroe-Meyer Institute, Paul practiced in a
variety of settings including University of Wisconsin Hospital
and Clinics, Visiting Nurse Service-Madison WI, Epton
Developmental Preschool-Pullman, WA; and, in private
practice. He received his masters at Washington State
University.
Sydney Norton, M.S., CCC-SLP is a Speech-Language
Pathologist in the department of speech-language pathology at
the UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute and works within the
Hastings RiteCare Clinic where she serves a variety of
children of different ages and diagnoses including SSD, AAC,
and pediatric feeding. Sydney Norton joined the team in 2019
after previous clinical experiences in acute and subacute
rehab, long-term care, and both adult and pediatric outpatient
services. She received her masters at Fort Hayes State
University.
Holly Schlautman, M.S., CCC-SLP is a Speech-Language
Pathologist in the department of speech-language pathology at
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the UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute and works within the
Lincoln RiteCare Clinic. Holly is Hanen-certified and has
worked with early intervention and preschool through Lincoln
Public Schools and now RiteCare. She specializes in fluency,
SSD, and AAC. She received her masters at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.
Denise Hazelrigg, M.S., CCC-SLP is a Speech-Language
Pathologist for Westside Community Schools. Denise has
served as the Assistive Technology Specialist for Westside
Community Schools for the past 15 years, specializing in AAC.
Prior to joining Westside Community Schools, Denise
practiced at Munroe-Meyer Institute, specializing in AAC and
AT services for area school districts. She received her masters
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Korey Stading is
employed by UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute. Paul Laikko is
employed by UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute. Sydney Norton is
employed by UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute. Holly Schlautman
is employed by UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute. Denise
Hazelrigg is employed by Westside Community Schools.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: No nonfinancial relationships to disclose for all parties.

Dr. Naomi H. Rodgers, Ph.D, M.A.,CCC-SLP
Claire Fleming, B.A.
Jadie Knobbe, B.A.
Exploring How COVID-19 Has Affected The Lived
Experiences Of Adolescents Who Stutter –
Poster Session

Sarah Al-Salim, Au.D.
Delaney Skretta, B.S.
Gabrielle R. Merchant, Au.D., Ph.D.
Use of Wideband Acoustic Immittance By
Clinical Audiologists – Poster Session
While wideband acoustic immittance (WAI) has been shown to
aid in the differential diagnosis of auditory disorders by
providing valuable information about middle ear status,
audiologists have been slow to adopt WAI into their clinical
practice. The goal of the current project was to explore the use
of WAI by clinical audiologists through an anonymous, online
survey. Responses to the survey were received from 144
audiologists employed in a variety of settings across the
United States. The survey responses will be analyzed to
describe the characteristics of clinical audiologists currently
using WAI and the clinical settings in which they are measuring
WAI. Further, the type of clinical cases for which audiologists
are using WAI and how often WAI is included in the test battery
compared to other immittance tests is described. Findings from
the survey will help drive future research questions and work
to support the translation of this promising diagnostic measure
into standard clinical practice leading to improved outcomes
for patients.
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe the settings where WAI is most commonly used.
2. Describe how often audiologists are using WAI compared
to other immittance tests.
3. Identify the diagnostic purposes for which audiologists
currently find WAI useful.
Sarah Al-Salim is a Research Audiologist at Boys Town
National Research Hospital (BTNRH). She completed her
Au.D. at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln while working as a
research assistant at BTNRH. She completed her clinical
externship and worked as a clinical audiologist in Illinois prior
to returning to BTNRH. Her primary research interest lies in the
development of clinical assessment tools and intervention
strategies that could lead to improved communication
outcomes in children with hearing loss.
Delaney Skretta is a research assistant in the Translational
Auditory Physiology and Perception Lab at Boys Town National
Research Hospital. She recently graduated from the University
of Nebraska-Omaha with a Bachelors of Multidisciplinary
Studies with focuses in Communication Disorders, Psychology,
and Biology. Delaney will continue her education in the Clinical
Doctorate of Audiology program at the University of NebraskaLincoln beginning this Fall.
Gabrielle R. Merchant is a hearing scientist and audiologist
and Director of the Translational Auditory Physiology and
Perception Laboratory at Boys Town National Research
Hospital. She earned her B.A. from Smith College, her Ph.D.
from the Harvard-MIT Speech and Hearing Bioscience and
Technology Program, and her Au.D. from the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. Her translational research focuses
on auditory mechanics, auditory perception, and advancing
evidence-based practice through improved clinical diagnostic
tools.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Sarah Al-Salim,
Delaney Skretta, and Gabrielle Merchant are employees of
Boys Town National Research Hospital. This work is supported

The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken lives and communities
around the world, disproportionately affecting people with
disabilities, among other subsets of the population. To
understand the unique effects of COVID-19 on the stuttering
population, we interviewed 10 adolescents who stutter to
understand how mitigation strategies (e.g., virtual school,
social distancing, masking) impacted their lived experiences
with stuttering across academic and personal contexts.
Learning Objectives:
1. Summarize the main themes related to COVID-19 impact
on the lived experiences of adolescents who stutter.
2. Compare the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on
young people who stutter versus other clinical populations
that speech-language pathologists and audiologists serve.
3. Appraise strategies for improving psychosocial outcomes
for young people who stutter who are unique impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Fleming and Knobbe are both Masters of Science in SpeechLanguage Pathology candidates at the University of NebraskaLincoln where they work as research assistants within the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Stuttering Lab under
supervision from Rodgers. Fleming and Knobbe also obtained
Bachelor of Arts in Speech and Hearing Science from the
University of Iowa, respectively.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: At the time this
project was completed, Rodgers and Fleming were salaried
employees of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. This project
was supported by funds from the Department of Special
Education and Communication Disorders.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: No nonfinancial relationships to disclose for all parties.
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by grant funding awarded by the NIH to Gabrielle Merchant.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Sarah AlSalim, Delaney Skretta, and Gabrielle Merchant have no nonfinancial relationships to disclose.

Delaney Skretta, B.S.
Sarah Al-Salim, Au.D.
Gabrielle R. Merchant, Au.D., Ph.D.
Limited Audiological Assessment Results In
Children With Otitis Media With Effusion –
Poster Session
Audiological testing of infants and toddlers is a challenge for
clinicians. Obstacles such as limited testing equipment and
support staff, inadequate testing facilities, short appointment
times, and others, often limit the results that can be obtained
within a single clinical visit. However, even in a research
setting with access to additional resources to overcome many
of these obstacles, research audiologists often still aren’t able
to complete a full battery of audiologic testing. The current
project compares the completeness of audiological
assessments of infants and toddlers in a clinical setting to the
completeness of results obtained in our research lab.
Children were assessed at a clinical audiology appointment
and again a few weeks later at a research audiology
appointment as part of a larger research project exploring the
differential diagnosis of otitis media in children. Tympanometry,
otoacoustic emissions, and behavioral audiometric threshold
results from the two different settings were compared. Findings
indicate that while audiological assessment results obtained in
the research setting were more complete than the clinic
results, presumably due to greater access to testing resources
and support, many children were still not able to complete the
full audiological testing battery.
Learning Objectives:
1. Identify the challenges associated with audiological testing
of young children.
2. Described how often a complete set of audiological
assessment data could be obtained in toddlers and infants
in a single visit.
3. Recognize characteristics of audiologic tests that increase
the likelihood of test completion.
Delaney Skretta is a research assistant in the Translational
Auditory Physiology and Perception Lab at Boys Town National
Research Hospital. She recently graduated from the University
of Nebraska Omaha with a Bachelors of Multidisciplinary
Studies with focuses in Communication Disorders, Psychology,
and Biology. Delaney will continue her education in the Clinical
Doctorate of Audiology program at the University of NebraskaLincoln beginning this Fall.
Sarah Al-Salim is a Research Audiologist at Boys Town
National Research Hospital (BTNRH). She completed her
Au.D. at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln while working as a
research assistant at BTNRH. She completed her clinical
externship and worked as a clinical audiologist in Illinois prior
to returning to BTNRH. Her primary research interest lies in the
development of clinical assessment tools and intervention
strategies that could lead to improved communication
outcomes in children with hearing loss.

Gabrielle R. Merchant is a hearing scientist and audiologist
and Director of the Translational Auditory Physiology and
Perception Laboratory at Boys Town National Research
Hospital. She earned her B.A. from Smith College, her Ph.D.
from the Harvard-MIT Speech and Hearing Bioscience and
Technology Program, and her Au.D. from the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. Her translational research focuses
on auditory mechanics, auditory perception, and advancing
evidence-based practice through improved clinical diagnostic
tools.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Delaney Skretta,
Sarah Al-Salim, and Gabrielle Merchant are employees of
Boys Town National Research Hospital. This work is supported
by grant funding awarded by the NIH to Gabrielle Merchant.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Delaney
Skretta, Sarah Al-Salim, and Gabrielle Merchant have no nonfinancial relationships to disclose.

Steven M. Barlow, Ph.D., ASHA F/H
Wireless Fine Force Dynamics Sensing In
Perioral And Digit-Hand Motor Systems Across
The Lifespan – Poster Session
Biomechanical analyses of real time active force dynamics can
be used for clinical assessment of muscle force control of
single motor subsystems, including force control in the tongue,
lips, jaw, and digits (Barlow & Abbs, 1983; Kumar et al., 2017;
Barlow et al., 2018). Custom designed force transducers with
real time visuomotor tracking software can be used to measure
muscle forces in individuals with neuromotor disorders such as
Parkinson’s disease and cerebral palsy. The resulting data can
be used to predict motor speech impairments and develop
corresponding rehabilitative measures (Barlow & Abbs, 1983;
Barlow, Custead, Lee, Hozan, Greenwood, 2020). Furthermore, there is evidence that the sensitivity of wireless strain
gauge force transducers developed in our laboratory can be
used to precisely measure patterns of muscle force impairment
that were not evident from a neurological evaluation, as well as
to track changes in orofacial and limb muscle function across
the lifespan during periods of recovery and assess the efficacy
of motor rehabilitation (Barlow & Abbs, 1986; McHenry et al.,
1999; Etter, McKeon, Dressler, & Andreatta, 2017; Greenwood,
Hozan, & Barlow, 2019; Sandfort, Lee, Hozan, Greenwood,
Barlow, 2022).
Participants: Eighty-nine (89) neurotypical children and
adults (47F/42M, 26.26 [SD = 18.30] years old, range 7.6 to
66.8 years) were recruited for the study. Child assent and
written informed parent/guardian consent were recorded for
child participants, and written informed consent was used for
adult participants following University of Nebraska Institutional
Review Board approval. Inclusion criteria: no report of injury or
illness affecting the nervous system.
Exclusion criteria: Traumatic injury to the hands or face
resulting in sensorimotor impairment, and traumatic brain
injury or neurologic disease resulting in sensorimotor
impairment to the orofacial or hand movements.
Methods: Research participants were assessed using our
ForceWIN10 system, a biomechanics visuomotor tracking
application that runs on a PC laptop (MS WIN10 x64) with a
15” HD touchscreen display to measure muscle force output
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for both diagnostic and therapeutic purposes (Greenwood et
al., 2019). ForceWIN10 measures voluntary fine force muscle
dynamics in orofacial and the hand (thumb-index finger pinch).
The ForceWIN10 connects to our custom designed Bluetooth
low-energy (BLE) strain gauge sensors to measure active
forces generated by the participant. Two separate transducers
were used to sample active force dynamics for orofacial and
thumb-index finger muscle systems. Participants completed a
series of visuomotor isometric ‘ramp-and-hold’ muscle
contractions to target forces of 0.25, 0.5, 1, and 2 N in a
randomized block design while seated in front of a laptop
display. Participants were prompted to contract their muscles
‘rapidly and accurately’ and hold the contraction for
approximately 5 seconds before relaxing. Ten ramp-and-hold
contractions were completed at each force level for a given
structure. For each structure, following the ramp-and-hold
trials, participants were asked to contract their muscles
maximally for 2 seconds and subsequently relax (3 repetitions)
to collect MVCF data. The protocol consisted of 43 trials per
structure (lower lip, right thumb-finger pinch, and left thumbfinger pinch). Test order for structure was also randomized for
all participants.
Force Signal Processing: A low-pass filter was applied for
each ‘ramp-and-hold’ contraction (finite impulse response
(FIR) filter at 40 Hz, with high stopband and flat passband
attenuation). The terminal hold-phase was divided into T1 (2.03.4s) and T2 (3.4-4.8s). Hold-phase criterion percentage was
calculated using the data points in T1 or T2 that were in the
range of ±5% of the target force measure. Hold phase mean
force was calculated for T1 and T2. Baseline force was
calculated by finding the mean during the first 100ms of a force
trial. The first derivative maxima (dF/dtmax) were used to
compute the maximum rate of force change (N/s). During the
recruitment phase, peak force was computed by finding the
maximum force in the first 2 seconds of a trial. Lastly, reaction
time was calculated by linearly interpolating a value when the
force was γ standard deviations (SD) above the baseline.
Statistical Analysis: Linear mixed modeling was conducted
for each dependent variable [peak force (N), dF/dt (N/s),
reaction time (seconds), mean force for T1 and T2 (N),
standard deviation for T1 and T2 (N), hold-phase criterion for
T1 and T2 (proportion within +/- 5% target), and maximum
force (N)] to estimate overall difference between muscle
groups (right thumb-index finger, left thumb-index finger, lower
lip; i.e., muscle effect), change in the dependent variable as a
linear or polynomial function of target force (0.25, 0.5, 1, and 2
N; i.e., force effect), and muscle group difference in this
change (i.e., muscle-by-force interaction effect). The models
accounted for participants’ sex and nesting of repeated
measurements within participants, thereby providing unbiased
estimates of the model effects. When the muscle and/or
muscle-by-force interaction effect was significant, adjusted
means were pairwise compared at a Bonferroni corrected
alpha level while controlling for Type I error at the nominal
level. A proper error covariance structure was determined for
each dependent variable based on model fit (i.e., adjusted
Akaike Information Criterion, Bayesian Information Criterion).
All analyses were conducted using SAS 9.4 (SAS Institute,
2002–2012) and statistical significance was determined at .05
alpha level.
Results: LMM revealed significant effects for marginal means

(adjusted for age and sex) among the dependent measures
peak force, dF/dt, reaction time, standard deviation of hold
phase force, criterion percentage of force on target, and
maximum voluntary force.
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe what is meant by active force dynamics sampled
from the lower face and digits of the hand and identify
primary measurement dependent variables.
2. Define the central representation of motor and
somatosensory brain regions involved in active force
control.
3. Describe wireless force sensing devices and the test
protocol that may be used in the clinic or at bedside in
hospital settings for diagnostics.
4. Describe potential applications of active force dynamics for
real-time biofeedback to retrain impaired motor control
systems (e.g, congenital facial nerve palsy, MCA stroke).
Steven M. Barlow, Ph.D., studied at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison (1984), and was a research scientist at
Boys Town National Institute (1983-1989). He is the Corwin
Moore Professor and Chair of the Department of Special
Education and Communication Disorders at the University of
Nebraska, and the Associate Director of the Center for Brain,
Biology, and Behavior, and a member of the graduate faculty in
Biomedical Engineering. Dr. Barlow’s research career in
neuroscience, biomechanics, sensorimotor physiology, and
neural networks spans nearly 4 decades with a series of NIH
R01 grant awards spanning 35 years, including 3 randomized
trials developing and testing a new therapeutic approach using
pulsed pneumo-tactile stimulation of perioral, tongue and
mandibular tissues to drive the suck central pattern generator.
He was recently awarded a US patent (Dec 2021) with coinventor J. Greenwood for the ForceWIN system.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Barlow is the
principal investigator of NIH NICHD R01HD086088, an
ongoing clinical trial; and a site PI for a new research study
funded by the American Heart Association on gait and
somatosensory hemodynamics in chronic MCA stroke
survivors. He is co-inventor of the ForceWIN system which
was recently awarded a US patent in December 2021.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Barlow
has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Steven M. Barlow, Ph.D., ASHA F/H
Somatosensory-Modulated Ororythmic
Patterning And Transition To Oral Feeds In EPIs:
An NIH Randomized Controlled Trial – Poster
Session
Despite numerous medical advances in the care of at-risk
preterm neonates, oral feeding still represents one of the first
and most advanced neurological challenges facing this
delicate population. Objective, quantitative, and noninvasive
assessment tools, as well as neurotherapeutic strategies, are
greatly needed in order to improve feeding and developmental
outcomes. Pulsed pneumatic orocutaneous stimulation has
been shown to improve nonnutritive sucking (NNS) skills in
preterm infants who exhibit delayed or disordered nipple
feeding behaviors.
The study aimed to conduct a multicenter randomized control
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trial (RCT, ClinicalTrials.gov NCT02696343) to combine
molecular, biomechanical, and behavioral methods in an
experimental conceptualization approach to map the effects of
PULSED somatosensory stimulation on suck development and
salivary gene expression.
METHODS: A total of 121 extremely preterm infants (24 to 28
6/7 weeks GA) from three neonatal intensive care units
(NICUs) were randomized to receive either PULSED or SHAM
(non-pulsing) orocutaneous intervention simultaneous with
tube feedings 3 times per day for 4 weeks, beginning at 30
weeks postconceptional age. Infants were assessed 3 times
per week for NNS performance, and multiple saliva samples
were obtained each week for transcriptomic analysis, until
infants have achieved full oral feeding status.
RESULTS: The progressive two-stage NTrainer
somatosensory intervention significantly enhanced NNS burst
pattern formation as reflected in the NNS STI measure,
significantly promoted %PO growth in EPI babies, with RDS
babies acquiring oral feeds approximately 2 weeks sooner
than BPD babies. Additionally, a significant treatment x therapy
phase interaction demonstrated the clinical benefit of NTrainer
somatosensory intervention compared to babies who received
the SHAM condition (blind pacifier).
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe brain central pattern generators for sucking,
feeding, respiration in preterm newborns.
2. Describe the FDA-approved intervention NTrainer to
promote sucking and oral feeding skills in preterm infants
in the NICU.
3. Describe non-nuritive suck (NNS) pattern development
from 29 weeks PMA until discharge from the NICU.
4. Understand the complex factors that lead to the attainment
of independent oral feeds.
Steven M. Barlow, Ph.D. studied at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison (1984), and was a research scientist at
Boys Town National Institute (1983-1989). He is the Corwin
Moore Professor and Chair of the Department of Special
Education and Communication Disorders at the University of
Nebraska, and the Associate Director of the Center for Brain,
Biology, and Behavior, and a member of the graduate faculty in
Biomedical Engineering. Dr. Barlow’s research career in
neuroscience, biomechanics, sensorimotor physiology, and
neural networks spans nearly 4 decades with a series of NIH
R01 grant awards spanning 35 years, including 3 randomized
trials developing and testing a new therapeutic approach using
pulsed pneumotactile stimulation of perioral, tongue and
mandibular tissues to drive the suck central pattern generator.
This has produced an FDA therapeutic approved for use in the
neonatal intensive care unit to promote sucking and improve
the transition to independent oral feeds in premature infants.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Barlow is the
principal investigator of NIH NICHD R01HD086088, an
ongoing clinical trial. He is the lead inventor and US and
international patent holder for the NTrainer System and related
software analytics.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Barlow
has no non-financial relationships to disclose.

Adrienne Pit, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
EmmaLee Krussick, BHS
Current Practices By SLPs Working With
Minimally Verbal Children With Autism – Poster
Session
Current evidence suggests children with autism may process
visual stimuli differently when compared to neurotypical peers.
However, there are currently no formal guidelines for stimuli
selection for this population. A national survey was conducted
to determine the current practices of SLPs who work with
children with autism who have minimal verbal skills. In this
presentation, survey questions regarding intervention type and
visual stimuli type used will be discussed. Preliminary data
shows that SLPs who work with children with autism who are
minimally verbal most commonly use a play based treatment
approach. Additional results related to the types of visual
stimuli used and SLPs perceived factors related to the
effectiveness of these stimuli will be discussed.
Learning Objectives:
Following the presentation, participants will be able to:
1. Identify the most commonly used interventions for working
on language targets with children with autism who are
minimally verbal.
2. Describe the types of visual stimuli SLPs report using with
children with autism who are minimally verbal.
3. Discuss factors that could impact the effectiveness of each
stimuli type for children with autism who are minimally
verbal.
Adrienne Pitt is an assistant professor of practice at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a certified SpeechLanguage Pathologist. Adrienne received a bachelors in
Exercise Science and Masters in Speech-Language Pathology
from the University of South Carolina as well as a Ph.D. in
Speech-Language Pathology from the University of Kansas.
Adrienne’s research and clinical interests include speech and
language in early communicators, augmentative
communication and neurodevelopmental disabilities.
EmmaLee Krussick is graduate student at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. EmmaLee received a bachelor’s in health
science and is currently working towards attaining her Masters
in Speech-Language Pathology from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. EmmaLee’s clinical interests include speech
and language in the pediatric population, augmentative and
alternative communication and neurodevelopmental
disabilities. EmmaLee aspires to work in a setting where she
can work with and help individuals within this population.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Adrienne Pitt is
employed by and receives a salary from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. EmmaLee Krussick is a graduate student at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Adrienne
Pitt has no non-financial relationships to disclose. EmmaLee
Krussick has no non-financial relationships to disclose.
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Cassidy Krawczak-Kummrow, B.A.
Judy Harvey, Ph.D. CCC-SLP
Gender Affirming Voice Outcomes At A Speech
And Language Clinic – Poster Session
The aim of the project is to benchmark the outcomes of gender
affirming voice services at the Barkley Clinic against similar
studies. Doing so will allow us to determine how effective our
services are in comparison to similar treatment formats. It will
also allow us to analyze the similarities and differences
between our service models and suggest changes that will
increase efficacy of services. Two recent retrospective
outcome studies have been completed (Chadwick et al., 2021
and Merrick et al., 2021) that we will compare our program
against. Chadwick et al. (2021) tracked outcomes at a
university clinic and Merrick et al. (2021) tracked outcomes
across two service delivery methods (hybrid and in-person).
Barkley’s services currently intersect with both outcome
studies, as we are on a similar clinic schedule as Chadwick et
al. (2021) and utilize both hybrid and in-person services like
Merrick et al. (2021).
Our hypothesis for this study is that we will identify similarities
between demographics, treatment methods, and service
outcomes as compared to Merrick et al. (2021) and Chadwick
et al. (2021). Since this is a retrospective study, we are more
concerned with the results of benchmarking against these
studies and contributing to the literature surrounding gender
affirming voice than we are with specific hypotheses.
Learning Objectives:
After completing this activity, participants will be able to:
1. Summarize two key findings from the outcome study on
gender affirming communication.
2. Describe factors that may contribute to successful
integration of gender affirming communication services
into currently established clinics.
3. Compare the results of the present outcome study to
similar studies in the existing literature.
Cassidy Krawczak-Kummrow is a graduate student and
clinician at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in the SpeechLanguage Pathology program. Prior to starting her graduate
study, she completed a B.A. in English and Speech Language
Hearing Science with a minor in Creative Writing from the
University of Minnesota. Her clinical areas of interest include
gender-affirming communication services and culturally
responsive practices across all settings and populations.
Judy Harvey Ph.D. CCC-SLP is an associate Professor of
Practice in the department of Special Education and
Communication Disorders at the University of NebraskaLincoln (UNL). Her clinical research interests include cognitive
language aspects of aging adults, cognitive strategy use for
individuals with acquired brain injury, and evidence-based
practice. She teaches in the clinic and the classroom on the
subjects of clinical decision making, EBP, acquired brain injury,
and motor speech disorders.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Judy Harvey is
an employee of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and has no
financial relationships to disclose.
Cassidy Krawczak-Kummrow is a student at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and has no financial relationships to
disclose.

Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Judy
Harvey is employed by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and
is a member of the NSHLA continuing education committee.
She has no other non-financial relationships to disclose.
Cassidy Krawczak-Kummrow is a student at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and has no non-finanical relationships to
disclose.

Jill Kumke, Ed.D, CCC-SLP
Relationship Between Graduate Admission
Criteria And Student's Academic And Clinical
Outcomes In A Speech-Language Graduate
Program – Poster Session
The charge for speech-language pathology graduate dmission
committees is to identify candidates who will be successful
academically and clinically in graduate school, all the while
ensuring career readiness. This retrospective study focused on
graduate admission criteria and students ‘academic and
clinical outcomes, for eighty students that completed the
program between 2016-2020. Statistical analysis was used to
determine if relationships existed between traditional
admission criteria and students’ academic and clinical
outcomes. In addition, further analysis was completed to
determine if these findings varied by student characteristics
including, gender, race/ethnicity, tradition/nontraditional
students, undergraduate degree, and undergraduate
institution. This study found the objective admission variables,
i.e. undergraduate GPA and GRE scores significant correlated
with academic outcomes. Specifically, undergraduate GPA
(uGPA) correlated to graduate GPA (gGPA) and the GRE
scores correlated to Praxis speech-language score. No
correlation was found between objective admission criteria and
student academic nor clinical outcomes. However, student
characteristics did impact students’ academic and clinical
outcomes.
Learning Objectives:
1. Describe Traditional Graduate Admission Process
2. Connect Admission Criteria and Student’s academic and
clinical outcomes
3. Evaluate Impact of admission criteria to student’s
academic and clinical outcomes in graduate school
Jill Kumke earned her Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from
the University of Nebraska at Omaha, August 2021 and her
Masters of Science in Communication Disorders from the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, December 2001 and a
Bachelors of Science in Communication Disorders from the
University of Nebraska at Lincoln in August 1999.
Previous employment including working across the lifespan in
a variety of settings: ESU, Public Schools, Private Practice,
Skilled Nursing, Acute Care, Rehabilitation, Early intervention
along with University settings.
Speaker Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Kumke is
employed by UNO.
Speaker Non-Financial Disclosure Statement: Dr. Kumke
has no non-financial relationships to disclose.
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Conference is available for up to 1.25 ASHA CEUs,
variable credit. Ethics Session is available for 0.1 ASHA CEUs, introductory level.

To Contact NSLHA:
Nebraska Speech-Language-Hearing Associaon
8700 Execuve Woods Dr, Suite 400
Lincoln, NE 68512-9612
Phone: (402) 476-1528
Email: info@nslha.org
Website: www.nslha.org
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